Summer Tasks for the Study of A-Level History 

Welcome to History at HGS! This document is divided into two sections:

1. Summer tasks for Pitt to Peel unit 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Summer tasks for Cold War in Asia unit 

1. Unit 1 From Pitt to Peel 1783-1853 (Delivered by Mr Mohammed)

Welcome to the Pitt to Peel British history unit. Hopefully you enjoy studying history and are keen to make a good start to your Y12 studies so the following task will be both interesting and helpful to you.  This module covers Britain from William Pitt’s time as Prime Minister (1780s) to Sir Robert Peel’s time as Prime Minister (1840s).  It looks at the political, economic and social changes and challenges of the period. 

Research tasks for September:


1) What was Britain like in the 1780s?  You may refer to:

· The political system and how parliament worked;
· Trade, economy and empire;
· Society;
· Monarchy.

About 200 words on each of the above will be enough to understand the context of the module.


2) What was Britain like by the 1840s?  You may refer to:

· The political system and how parliament worked;
· Trade, economy and empire;
· Society;
· Monarchy.

Think about the changes that take place by the 1850s from the 1780s?
About 200 words on each of the above will be enough to understand the changes that have taken place.










3)  Who were the key individuals of the period?

· William Pitt, the Younger (1759-1806)
· King George III (1738-1820)
· Lord Liverpool, Robert Jenkinson (1770-1828)
· Henry Hunt (1773-1835)
· Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)
· Viscount Castlereagh, Robert Stewart (1769-1822)
· George Canning (1770-1827)
· Sir Robert Peel (1788-1850)
· William Lovett (1800-1877)
Summarise the life of each important individual (above) in 200 words. 

Websites that will help (along with the ones you will find!)

http://www.victorianweb.org/history/index.html [an informative website about the key political, social and economic events of the relevant era]

https://spartacus-educational.com [a very detailed and relevant information base for the Victorian era, you can explore The Peterloo Massacre, Prime Ministers, Parliamentary Reform and others] 

http://www.unionhistory.info/timeline/timeline.php  [short timeline illustrated essays on
trade union history 1815-34 & 1834-50 by Professor Mary Davis, Centre for Trade Union Studies, London Metropolitan University, on 'The Union Makes Us Strong: TUC History Online', a website created by London Metropolitan University and the TUC]

Work can be sent to IMohammed@handsworth.bham.sch.uk

Further Work and Interest

For the context of this module, you may be interested in the novels of Charles Dickens, you may want to re-visit ‘Great Expectations’ by Dickens or read ‘Oliver Twist’.  Novels like ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ by R.L. Stevenson also give a useful context to Victorian England.  These are works you may be familiar with from your GCSE English work.    The 2018 movie called Peterloo will also help as we look at the events of the Peterloo massacre (1819) in detail. 









Unit 2 - The Cold War in Asia, 1945-1993 (Delivered by Mrs Hartt and Mrs Yates)
Welcome to the Cold War in Asia history unit. Background knowledge of the causes and key features of the early years of the Cold War is extremely useful when studying this topic in-depth at A-Level. You will find it easier with this knowledge and so the summer task is essential for all students. The Cold War starts in Europe – the focus of the task – but events soon spread to Asia.

At A-Level, you are expected to be more independent learners so accessing the information on the recommended websites for the summer task, selecting what is relevant to answer each question and then communicating this in a concise and accurate way is typical of the skills that you will be expected to demonstrate in this A-Level course. 

Suggested web sites:
Use at least one of the ordinary web sites and watch one of the videos.
http://www.johndclare.net/cold_warA1.htm 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpcbv4j
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpYCplyBknI  – simple video on the history of distrust between the USA and the USSR before and during World War Two.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9C72ISMF_D0  – development of the Cold War from 1945 onwards.

TASK TO BRING WITH YOU TO THE FIRST LESSON:
Write concise but complete answers to the following questions.
1. What was the Cold War?
2. Why did the USA and USSR distrust each other even before World War Two?
3. As World War II was ending, what did Stalin and Truman disagree about at the Potsdam Conference? 
4. Who made the Iron Curtain speech and why did it heighten tensions between the East (USSR) and the West (USA and UK)?
5. What were the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan (later called Marshall Aid)? Why did Stalin feel threatened by these? Was he right to feel threatened?

Additional research
The course focuses on China, Japan, the Philippines, Malaya, Korea, Vietnam and Cambodia. The two biggest sections are Korea and Vietnam. If you don’t know much about these then it is a great idea to read ahead and find out about them. These are a good place to start:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/coldwar/korea_hickey_01.shtml - the Korean War
https://www.history.co.uk/history-of-america/vietnam-war  - Vietnam 1945-64
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z89hg82/revision - an overview of the main events and people involved in the Vietnam War 1945-1975


We look forward to seeing you in our A-level History classes!
Have a great summer!
The History Dept
June 2025
